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“he Lzport Harbor of Riza (56057'N/24°07'E) wag north of the town
on the eastern bani of the Dueria River, about 6 nautical niles from
the point where the Dnena “iver flows into the Baltic, Th’s harbor
formel} the nerthern~: pertior of the harbor ivgtallations In Riga.
Tt was situated on a penirsula, formed by the Duena River on the
west and the east, In the southern part was a harbor haszin with the
northern emd of 4ndreas Harbor adjolning it on the west, Yne size of
the harbor area was 1,500 x 700 meters. (1)

At the elose of the war Lhe ‘aghallations of the Export larbor

were destroyed by German forcaes, In particular, the quay wall, the
crane and track system, and nost of the storage sheds werc
completely demolished, Tmrediately after the recapture cf the harbor
by the Soviets, eleain: work was begun with the aid of numerous
German Piis, In May 1246, a lacge-scale reconstruction phea was
begun, according te whizh werk on the Export Tarbcr was Lo be

completed late in 1750 #ithin the framework of the Five-Year-Flan.

The quay was entirely reccousbtm.cted. The fifst_yeguilding %taggvﬂnf
sbout 300 meters, was finiched in Movember 124@. The second buliding
staze was tc be finishes in late 19563 however, 1t appezred barely
probahle that this Jate cculd be met. with the new eonstrnction,

the gmay wall was advancec about & meters into the river, Jooden
piles, zbout 22 to 24 meters Long, were driven g for th%s
eemetruction, The quay proper vas 3 conerete sEructure; its total
length, including the irntact northern seetion of obeut 300 mekers,
was about 1,500 meters, its width 6 meters, and 1ts heicht ahove
water-level sbout > -efers, The buena River was vermanently dredged

by the large dredge UE. Tlhe water depth. beslide The guay Was % mweters.
o obstacles or wrac.is verse observed in the channel, N

4, The destroyed cold-sberage bullding vas reconsErueth and expﬁnded ik
the same time the guay was rebuilt, It was a 12u x Hu metzrs five-
story building. South of the aold-storags bulliing, a new large
storage-bnilding generally calle@ the American hHuilding, »as erectwﬁ
in 1943 and 1949, Tt vas a larze 120 x 60 x 15 meters obullding, with
modern installations, snet as heating plant, trap~ioors, 2btc, Later .~
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a seccnd storage bullding of the same size was erected, bul was

not corpleted by th: exl ol the period of reference and was to
be put ‘nto operati n in 175G, There were also shout 9 other
sborage sheds,. each about 0 eters long, withir the harbor area,
part of them new, =nd othees repaired, There were 1lsp workshops
and other service plants,

a crsne workshop was arected op the nerthern portion of the guay

ror the repalr or consteuetion of eranes, Ten to twelve traveling
zant#y cranes were in operabion by the end of Hovember 1949, They

were designed to permit ? railroad tracks {Soviet zauge) fo run

“etween the tracks of the eranes, Cranes avatlable inelixled: 2 x 4%5-tor
S eranes, 2 x 1l7-ton Grroan orsnes plus 7 other 4-ton cranes, (°

The quay had first-class rail connestion (Soviet zauge), Spur tracks
run aleng the nuays nd hetween the storage bnl dings. The spur-trock
system was also eXpanded, There were connections with the Riza
freight station, Roead ~onrectlons were alsc very zood, Tew ensgarete
roads were erected in the harbor area rumning along the quay and
between the storage byildings, The entire harber dlstrlct was
surrounded by 1 hizh tospd Femce with watkh towers, armed harbor
police acted as gusrls at the gabes, iarbor operation was in the
hands of & Sovieb aaval of icer, The harbor administration and the
nanagenent of the new epnstruction of the harher were nnder different
authorities, and as a result there were continuous quarvels about
competence,

Up to Novembher 134¢ most of the reconstruction ork wis done by
German PWs, who were graiually replaced by Ukrainian Arafted
oorkers (men and womer). n Nevember 1949 4211 Pis had heen with-

drawn. &bout 30U eivilian workers. were employed in discharging
vessels, working in 2 or 3 shifts, :

Two to four vessels per woek, up to the size of 3,000 &G3T, were
nandled, a4t Tirst they were {oaded beside a temporary piler. In 1246
and 1947 Goviet vessel: carrying so-called dizmantled gocds frem

the Suoviet Zone of Gerfmany were. practically the only ones who

arrived there, Later Pinmish, Danish, and@ Swedish ships, carrying
ford=stuffs, sugar, potash, ~n’ sachinery also visited tre port
ocrasionally, but She majority ere still Scviet vessels, Vost of

the vescels left in ballast. @rily small quantiftles of cement, buill ing
materials and fertiiimees were shipped, The vessels used to stay in
harbor aboub three ov Psur days, Traffic may be termgi "voderate®,(3)

Warships were only seen taking on provisions beglde the cpld-storage
building. Neo det:iled description was given, Ir dugust and September
1249, three or four rallroad traéns carrying motorboats were directed
to tie Export Harbor, One of the trains carried 23 and -nother 30
motorhoats of the sama type, eagh stowed on a four-axle car,. The
motorboats, whieh arrived wibk the respective navil personrel, were
to be stationed at thz moath of the Duena River. (4)

[&;::jggmmggzﬁ&

Tie Export Harbor is the most efficient and most up-to-date harbor
of Riga.

Becauge of the new construetion the Export Harbor has rezalned its
former efficiency,.St@ra'e gpace has been éongiderably increased by
the new large storaze buildings.

25X1

CONFLOG:T LAL]

Approved For Release 2003/08/15 : CIA-RDP82-00457R010700090006-2

PR FPa - R, IV .. 7 L .
PPN R o [ RN L PP L R B T R s - £ 1 3



Approved For Release 2003/08/15 : CIA-RDP82-00457R010700090006-2

25X1
COTFIDENTTAL

(3

There is no hormal froight tra

£fiec in Riga’with nost goods iﬁpqrted
and only & very few exported, I3

that the harbor capucity is
(4)

is inferred frem these observatiocns
by far not fully exploited.
These motorboats, size :boub

30 tons, are only small coastal patrol
“oats. The naval base of

Rigz 1s located in Bolderaa near Juenamuende,
where the boats will probably be stationed,
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Duena River (Dvina)
&irfield

Cement factory
Lxport Harbor
Cold~-storage bullding
New "American' sheds
Pover station
Undetermined

Grain sllo

Town Aistrict of iRigs

Dead branch of Uuera River
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